That You May Believe and Have Life: A Study in John
John 9-10: The Good Shepherd

Review
1. Who is John? (John 21:24, Mark 5:37, 9:2, 12:33, John 13:23, 19:26, 20:2, 21:7)

2. Why did John write the Gospel of John?

“these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you
may have life in his name.” (John 20:31)
3. How does this Gospel differ from the other 37

4. What is the goal of this study?

John 9

1. Summarize John 9. What event is recorded, and what are the responses to this event?

[ohn 10

John 10:1 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way,
that man is a thief and a robber. > But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. * To him the
gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. * When he has
brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. * A stranger they
will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers." ® This figure of speech
Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. ’ So Jesus again said to them,
"Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. * All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the
sheep did not listen to them. * I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and
find pasture. "’ The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it
abundantly. "' T am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. '> He who is a hired
hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and
the wolf snatches them and scatters them. > He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. "* I
am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, " just as the Father knows me and I know the
Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. '* And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them
also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. '’ For this reason the Father loves
me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. '® No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own
accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my
Father." " There was again a division among the Jews because of these words. * Many of them said, "He has a
demon, and is insane; why listen to him?" *' Others said, "These are not the words of one who is oppressed by a
demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?" * At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It
was winter, > and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. *So the Jews gathered around
him and said to him, "How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly." > Jesus
answered them, "I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's name bear witness about
me, ** but you do not believe because you are not part of my flock. ”” My sheep hear my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me. ** I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my
hand. * My Father, who has given them to me,' is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the
Father's hand. *’ T and the Father are one."

1. This whole section is full of contrasts. What is the first contrast Jesus makes here? (v. 1-3)



10.

11.

12.

13.

Who are the thieves and robbers?

What is the sheepfold?

What does this illustration teach us?

What do vs. 4-6 tell us?

What does this teach us about our relationship to Christ?

We have two “I am” sayings in v. 7-15. What are they?

What does it mean that Jesus is the door?

How does Christ contrast the good shepherd with the hireling?

Who are the sheep which are not of this fold (v. 16)?

What do verses 27-29 emphasize?

What about people who claimed to be Christians in the past but no longer do? Did they lose their
salvation?

Look at the hymn attached. What is this hymn about?



Ninety and Nine
by Elizabeth Clephane

There were ninety and nine that safely lay
In the shelter of the fold.

But one was out on the hills away,

Far off from the gates of gold.

Away on the mountains wild and bare.
Away from the tender Shepherd’s care.
Away from the tender Shepherd’s care.

“Lord, Thou hast here Thy ninety and nine;
Are they not enough for Thee?”

But the Shepherd made answer: “This of Mine
Has wandered away from Me;

And although the road be rough and steep,

I go to the desert to find My sheep,

I go to the desert to find My sheep.”

But none of the ransomed ever knew

How deep were the waters crossed;

Nor how dark was the night the Lord passed through
Ere He found His sheep that was lost.

Out in the desert He heard its cry,

Sick and helpless and ready to die;

Sick and helpless and ready to die.

“Lord, whence are those blood drops all the way
That mark out the mountain’s track?”

“They were shed for one who had gone astray
Ere the Shepherd could bring him back.”

“Lord, whence are Thy hands so rent and torn?”
“They are pierced tonight by many a thorn;
They are pierced tonight by many a thorn.”

And all through the mountains, thunder riven
And up from the rocky steep,

There arose a glad cry to the gate of Heaven,
“Rejoice! I have found My sheep!”

And the angels echoed around the throne,
“Rejoice, for the Lord brings back His own!
Rejoice, for the Lord brings back His own!”



