Great 1s Thy Faithfulness
Joshua 2: A Shady Lady

Joshua 2:1 Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. "Go, look over the land," he said,
"especially Jericho." So they went and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there. *> The king
of Jericho was told, "Look! Some of the Israelites have come here tonight to spy out the land." * So the king of
Jericho sent this message to Rahab: "Bring out the men who came to you and entered your house, because they
have come to spy out the whole land." * But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. She said, "Yes,
the men came to me, but I did not know where they had come from. > At dusk, when it was time to close the city
gate, the men left. I don't know which way they went. Go after them quickly. You may catch up with them." ® (But
she had taken them up to the roof and hidden them under the stalks of flax she had laid out on the roof.)

” So the men set out in pursuit of the spies on the road that leads to the fords of the Jordan, and as soon as the
pursuers had gone out, the gate was shut. ® Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof * and
said to them, "I know that the LORD has given this land to you and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that
all who live in this country are melting in fear because of you. ' We have heard how the LORD dried up the water
of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the
Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed. "' When we heard of it, our hearts melted and
everyone's courage failed because of you, for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below.
"> Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that you will show kindness to my family, because I have shown
kindness to you. Give me a sure sign * that you will spare the lives of my father and mother, my brothers and
sisters, and all who belong to them, and that you will save us from death." "* "Our lives for your lives!" the men
assured her. "If you don't tell what we are doing, we will treat you kindly and faithfully when the LORD gives us the
land." " So she let them down by a rope through the window, for the house she lived in was part of the city wall.

' Now she had said to them, "Go to the hills so the pursuers will not find you. Hide yourselves there three days
until they return, and then go on your way." '’ The men said to her, "This oath you made us swear will not be
binding on us '* unless, when we enter the land, you have tied this scatlet cord in the window through which you let
us down, and unless you have brought your father and mother, your brothers and all your family into your house. "
If anyone goes outside your house into the street, his blood will be on his own head; we will not be responsible. As
for anyone who is in the house with you, his blood will be on our head if a hand is laid on him. * But if you tell
what we are doing, we will be released from the oath you made us swear." * "Agreed," she replied. "Let it be as you
say." So she sent them away and they departed. And she tied the scatlet cord in the window.

* When they left, they went into the hills and stayed there three days, until the pursuers had searched all along
the road and returned without finding them. ** Then the two men started back. They went down out of the hills,
forded the river and came to Joshua son of Nun and told him everything that had happened to them. ** They said to
Joshua, "The LORD has surely given the whole land into our hands; all the people are melting in fear because of

us."

1. Much of the book of Joshua highlights God’s justice. The first “story” of the book, however, highlights another
aspect of God’s character. Which one?

2. God had already told Joshua that he would give him the victory. Why, then, did Joshua feel the need to send
spies? Does this show lack of faith?

3. What do we know about Rahab?



4. Who heard that the spies were at Rahab’s house? How did Rahab respond? Why would this have taken great
faith?

5. What does Rahab say about what she knows/believes about who God is? Where might she have heard about
this?

6. It seems that many people in Jericho also believed in the power of Yahweh. What makes Rahab’s belief true
saving faith?

7. What does the scatlet cord, perhaps, hearken back to?

8. Read Matthew 1:5-6. Why is it significant that Rahab becomes the great-grandmother to David and is part of
Christ’s genealogy?

9. Why would God have such immense mercy on a harlot?

10. From what you recall of the sermons on Ruth, what kind of a man was Boaz? What qualities characterized him?
What might we learn about motherhood from Rahab?

11. Was it right for Rahab to lie? Read Hebrews 11:31 and James 2:25. For what is Rahab commended?

12. Is it ever right to lie? What if you know the inquirer intends harm?

“As to the falsehood, we must admit that though it was done for a good purpose, it was not free from faunlt. For those who hold what is
called a dutiful lie to be altogether excusable, do not sufficiently consider how precious truth is in the sight of God. Therefore, although
our purpose be to assist our brethren, to consult for their safety and relieve them, it never can be lawful to lie, because that cannot be right
which is contrary to the nature of God. And God is truth. And still the act of Rahab is not devoid of the praise of virtue, althongh it
was not spotlessly pure. For it often happens that while the saints study to hold the right path, they deviate into circuitous courses.” -
Jobn Calvin

“Lies of necessity may be used only in dire circumstances, that is to say, only in situations where a life is at stake, either our neighbor’s or
ours.  This kind of lying intends no harm against my neighbor ... but the opposite — to help him. This is not a lie against my neighbor,
but for his benefit. How could this possibly violate the ninth commandment?”- Jochens Douma






