Great 1s Thy Faithfulness
Joshua 3-4: Crossing the Jordan

Review

1. What is the theme of the book of Joshua?
2. Who is Joshua?

3. What has happened so far in the book?

Joshua 3: 1 Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set out from Shittim and went
to the Jordan, where they camped before crossing over. 2 After three days the officers went
throughout the camp, 3 giving orders to the people: "When you see the atk of the covenant
of the LORD your God, and the priests, who are Levites, carrying it, you are to move out
from your positions and follow it. 4 Then you will know which way to go, since you have
never been this way before. But keep a distance of about a thousand yards between you and
the ark; do not go near it." 5 Joshua told the people, "Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow
the LORD will do amazing things among you."6 Joshua said to the priests, "Take up the ark
of the covenant and pass on ahead of the people." So they took it up and went ahead of
them.

14 So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark of the
covenant went ahead of them. 15 Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as
soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water's
edge, 16 the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance
away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing down to the
Sea of the Arabah was completely cut off. So the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 17
The priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in
the middle of the Jordan, while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had completed the
crossing on dry ground.

4. What did Joshua tell the people to do? Why?
5. What is the ark of the covenant? What is the significance of it?
6. Why might the Lord have chosen to have the people follow and then pass the ark?

7. What seasonal factor made the crossing of the Jordan more difficult? Why do you think
the Lord planned it during this season?

Joshua 4: 10 Now the priests who carried the ark remained standing in the middle of the
Jordan until everything the LORD had commanded Joshua was done by the people, just as
Moses had directed Joshua. The people hurried over, 11 and as soon as all of them had
crossed, the ark of the LORD and the priests came to the other side while the people
watched. 12 The men of Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh crossed over, armed,
in front of the Israelites, as Moses had directed them. 13 About forty thousand armed for



battle crossed over before the LORD to the plains of Jericho for war.14 That day the LORD
exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they revered him all the days of his life, just as
they had revered Moses.

15 Then the LORD said to Joshua, 16 "Command the priests carrying the ark of the
Testimony to come up out of the Jordan." 17 So Joshua commanded the priests, "Come up
out of the Jordan." 18 And the priests came up out of the river carrying the ark of the
covenant of the LORD. No sooner had they set their feet on the dry ground than the waters
of the Jordan returned to their place and ran at flood stage as before.

8. Did the people cross quickly or slowly? What insight does this give concerning their
thoughts?

9. How many men armed for battle crossed?
10. What was one of the purposes of this miracle?

11. What other miracle does it remind you of? How many of the people crossing the river
had seen the previous miracle? Why do you think the Lord chose to show the people such a
miracle?

Joshua 4: 4 So Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites,
one from each tribe, 5 and said to them, "Go over before the ark of the LORD your God
into the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, according
to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, 6 to serve as a sign among you. In the future,
when your children ask you, 'What do these stones mean?' 7 tell them that the flow of the
Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD. When it crossed the Jordan,
the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the people of
Israel forever."

8 So the Israelites did as Joshua commanded them....21 He said to the Israelites, "In the
future when your descendants ask their fathers, 'What do these stones mean?' 22 tell them,
'Israel crossed the Jordan on dry ground.' 23 For the LORD your God dried up the Jordan
before you until you had crossed over. The LORD your God did to the Jordan just what he
had done to the Red Sea when he dried it up before us until we had crossed over. 24 He did
this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the hand of the LORD is powerful
and so that you might always fear the LORD your God."

12. What does Joshua tell the people to do? Why?

13. What is significant about having twelve stones make one memorial for all of the
Israelites?

14. Why is it important that Israel tell their children about the miracle?

15. God deems it important that we remember what he has done. Do you take time to
remember what the Lord has done for you?

16. What are some ways that we can remind our families and one another of the Lord’s
goodness to us? What are some tangible ways that we can remind one another of this daily?



