That You May Believe and Have Life: A Study in John
Lesson 6 — The Resurrection and the Life John 11 & 12

John 11:1 -7 Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. 2 And it was the Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped His feet with
her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. 3 The sisters therefore sent to Him, saying, "Lord,
behold, he whom You love is sick." 4 But when Jesus heard it, He said, "This sickness is not unto
death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified by it." 5 Now Jesus loved
Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.

6 When therefore He heard that he was sick, He stayed then two days longer in the place where
He was. 7 Then after this He said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again."

What does verse 4 say was the reason for the sickness of Lazarus?
What do verses 5 & 6 give as the reason Christ delayed going to Bethany?

14 Then Jesus therefore said to them plainly, "Lazarus is dead, 15 and | am glad for your sakes
that I was not there, so that you may believe; but let us go to him."

Why does Christ say He is glad that He was not there?

21 Martha therefore said to Jesus, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.
22 "Even now | know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You."

23 Jesus said to her, "Your brother shall rise again."” 24 Martha said to Him, "l know that he will
rise again in the resurrection on the last day." 25 Jesus said to her, "l am the resurrection and
the life; he who believes in Me shall live even if he dies, 26 and everyone who lives and believes
in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?" 27 She said to Him, "Yes, Lord; | have believed that
You are the Christ, the Son of God, even He who comes into the world."

Looking at these verses, what emotions do you think are flickering and alternating in Martha?

33 When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her, also weeping, He
was deeply moved in spirit, and greatly troubled, 34 and said, "Where have you laid him?" They
said to Him, "Lord, come and see." 35 Jesus wept. 36 And so the Jews were saying, "Behold how
He loved him!"

What emotions of Christ do these verses suggest? Why would he be “greatly troubled?”

What about his grief and even a degree of anger would be different from merely human
expressions of these emotions?

40 Jesus said to her, "Did | not say to you, if you believe, you will see the glory of God?"
41 And so they removed the stone. And Jesus raised His eyes, and said, "Father, | thank Thee
that Thou heardest Me. 42 "And | knew that Thou hearest Me always; but because of the



people standing around | said it, that they may believe that Thou didst send Me." 43 And when
He had said these things, He cried out with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come forth." 44 He who had
died came forth, bound hand and foot with wrappings; and his face was wrapped around with a
cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go." 45 Many therefore of the Jews, who
had come to Mary and beheld what He had done, believed in Him.

What does verse 42 say about one purpose of these events?
Thinking of this whole picture in verses 40 — 45, what does say to you about Christ?
How does this translate into your own life?

John 12: 23 - 28 And Jesus answered them, saying, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified. 24 "Truly, truly, | say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it
remains by itself alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 "He who loves his life loses it; and
he who hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal.

26 "If anyone serves Me,he must follow Me; and where | am, there will My servant be also. If
anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him. 27 "Now My soul has become troubled; and what
shall I say, 'Father, save Me from this hour '? But for this purpose | came to this hour. 28
"Father, glorify Thy name."

What does verse 25 mean to you?
What do verses 25 — 28 say to you about the purposes of our own obedience, particularly in
times when obedience and trust are difficult?

12:1 - 3 Jesus, therefore, six days before the Passover, came to Bethany where Lazarus was,
whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they made Him a supper there, and Martha was
serving; but Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with Him. 3 Mary therefore took a
pound of very costly perfume of pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet
with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.

Looking at these verses, what do you see in Mary? What do you think was in her heart?

Looking at this and looking at 11:40, How did Christ demonstrate His love for Mary, Martha and
Lazarus?

“Faith and obedience are the leading marks of real followers, and will always be seen in true
believing Christians. Their knowledge may be very small, and their infirmities very great; their
grace very weak, and their hope very dim. But they believe what Christ says, and strive to do
what Christ commands. And of such Christ declares, ‘they serve Me: they are mine.”” J.C. Ryle



