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ZEAL FOR THE LORD: NEHEMIAH 1:11-2:8 

 

 

 

I. Review 

A. God punishes Israel’s unbelief through an imposed exile at the hands of the Babylonians.  

Jerusalem is destroyed in 586 BC. 

B. God raised up Cyrus, King of Persia, to conquer Babylon and release Israel to their homeland. 

1. The temple was rebuilt by 516 BC, but… (Ezra 4:23) 

C. Nehemiah hears a “state of the union” about Jerusalem.  What did he do? 

 “O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your servants who 
delight to fear your name, and give success to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this 
man." Now I was cupbearer to the king.” (Neh 1:11) 

 

 

 

II.  The Request: Nehemiah 2:1-9 

In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was before him, I took up the wine 
and gave it to the king. Now I had not been sad in his presence. 2 And the king said to me, "Why is your face sad, 
seeing you are not sick? This is nothing but sadness of the heart." Then I was very much afraid. 3 I said to the king, 
"Let the king live forever! Why should not my face be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers' graves, lies in 
ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?" 4 Then the king said to me, "What are you requesting?" So I 
prayed to the God of heaven. 5 And I said to the king, "If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor in 
your sight, that you send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers' graves, that I may rebuild it." 6 And the king said to 
me (the queen sitting beside him), "How long will you be gone, and when will you return?" So it pleased the king 
to send me when I had given him a time. 7 And I said to the king, "If it pleases the king, let letters be given me to 
the governors of the province Beyond the River, that they may let me pass through until I come to Judah, 8 and a 
letter to Asaph, the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates of the fortress 
of the temple, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall occupy." And the king granted me what I 
asked, for the good hand of my God was upon me.  (Neh 2:1-8) 

1.  How might we coerce an answer to prayer?  Do you think Nehemiah was subtly scheming for this 

moment (v. 2)?  

2.   Do you think this moment was what Nehemiah had in mind for months?  What did he do next? 

 

3.  Why do you think Nehemiah had an instinct for prayer in that crucial moment? 

 

4.  What does Nehemiah ask for?  What is the reason Nehemiah receives what he seeks?  What is the 

reason we receive what we ask for?  What about when we don’t receive it? 

“…during the half-century that I have been a Christian [Nehemiah] has helped me enormously, more perhaps 

than any other Bible character apart from the Lord Jesus Christ...no one should wonder, therefore, that I now 

regard him as a particular friend.”                       - J.I. Packer, A Passion for Faithfulness, 29. 

 

“Those that would be masters of their requests, must, like the importunate widow, press God so far as to put him to an 

holy blush, as I may say with reverence: they must with an holy impudence, as Basil, speaks, make God ashamed to look 

them in the face, if he should deny the importunity of their souls.”   - Thomas Brooks, The Secret Key of Heaven 
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III. The Response: Nehemiah 2:9-20 

      Then I came to the governors of the province Beyond the River and gave them the king's letters. Now the king 
had sent with me officers of the army and horsemen. 10 But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite 
servant heard this, it displeased them greatly that someone had come to seek the welfare of the people of Israel.          
  11 So I went to Jerusalem and was there three days. 12 Then I arose in the night, I and a few men with me. 
And I told no one what my God had put into my heart to do for Jerusalem. There was no animal with me but the 
one on which I rode. 13 I went out by night by the Valley Gate to the Dragon Spring and to the Dung Gate, and I 
inspected the walls of Jerusalem that were broken down and its gates that had been destroyed by fire. 14 Then I 
went on to the Fountain Gate and to the King's Pool, but there was no room for the animal that was under me to 
pass. 15 Then I went up in the night by the valley and inspected the wall, and I turned back and entered by the 
Valley Gate, and so returned. 16 And the officials did not know where I had gone or what I was doing, and I had 
not yet told the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the officials, and the rest who were to do the work.   
 17 Then I said to them, "You see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in ruins with its gates burned. Come, 
let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we may no longer suffer derision." 18 And I told them of the hand of my God 
that had been upon me for good, and also of the words that the king had spoken to me. And they said, "Let us rise 
up and build." So they strengthened their hands for the good work. 19 But when Sanballat the Horonite and 
Tobiah the Ammonite servant and Geshem the Arab heard of it, they jeered at us and despised us and said, "What 
is this thing that you are doing? Are you rebelling against the king?" 20 Then I replied to them, "The God of 
heaven will make us prosper, and we his servants will arise and build, but you have no portion or right or claim in 
Jerusalem." (Neh 2:9-20) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Why do you think Nehemiah made his secret trip around the city?   

 

 

2.  How does Nehemiah motivate the people to action from his very first words (v. 17)? 

 

 

3.  How can we relate Nehemiah’s encouragement in all its features to our Christian context?  What can 
we expect to face as Nehemiah did?  What is our final hope (v. 20)? 

 

“Let us brace ourselves to our duties, and so bear ourselves that if the British empire lasts a thousand years, men 
will still say this was their finest hour.”            - Winston Churchill to the House of Commons, 1940. 

“Aye, fight and you may die. Run and you’ll live – at least a while. And, dying in your beds many years from now, 
would you be willing to trade all the days from this day to that for one chance, just one chance, to come back here 
and tell our enemies that they may take our lives, but they’ll never take our freedom!?!”     
   - William Wallace to outnumbered Scots at the Battle of Stirling Bridge, 1297.  

 


